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Special Joint Subcommittee 

of the  

House Committee on General Laws  

and the  

Senate Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services  

Studying Certain Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) laws 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 

10:00 a.m. 

Senate Room B 

General Assembly Building 

 

Suggested Agenda 

You will recall that at its first two meetings, the Joint Subcommittee 
expressed concern that the current 45 percent food-to-beverage ratio was 
difficult to understand and apply.  The Joint Subcommittee seeks to 
simplify the current food-to-beverage ratio by exploring alternative 
approaches with the goal of simplifying the process for mixed beverage 
licensees and the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control, bringing rules 
of compliance up to date with the marketplace, avoiding a proliferation of 
establishments that sell mixed beverages, and addressing public safety 
concerns.  
 

 See Appendix A 
for Alternative Approaches to Current Ratio. 
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As part of the suggested study plan, the Joint Subcommittee concurred 
with staff recommendations to meet as follows: 

o 
o 

Special Joint Subcommittee Membership 

Staff 

APPENDIX A 
 

ALTERNATIVES TO CURRENT FOOD-BEVERAGE RATIO 
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Option No. Option: 

1.  Food required to be sold at any time alcohol is sold  **included in every 

option below 

 

2.  

Maintain status quo 

 

3.  

Maintain current ratio, but give ABC discretion, upon petition by licensee, to 

craft alternatives for those who can't/don't meet ratio 

 

4.  

Current ratio, but based on "purchase" vs. "sale" price 

 

5.  

Lower current ratio 

 

6.  

Set minimum food sale requirement ($4,000-$10,000) WITHOUT ANY 

RATIO 

 

6a.  

Set minimum food sale requirement ($4,000-$10,000) WITH CURRENT 

RATIO 

 

 

6b. 

 

Set minimum food sale requirement ($4,000-$10,000) WITH LOWER 

RATIO 

 

 

7. 

 

Establish a tiered minimum food sale requirement based on Certificate of 

Occupancy (CO) for establishment 

 

8.  

Create a new MB "tavern" or "entertainment" license (separate and distinct 

from MB restaurants and caterers subject to ratio) 

 

9.  

Establish tiered annual license tax based on food sales 

 

 

10.  

Set ratio based on proof-gallon  

 

11.  

Enter into MOU with Department of Taxation to verify sales 
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APPENDIX B 
RATIO BILLS REFERRED FOR STUDY 
BILL SUMMARIES 

HB 171 
Albo  
Alcoholic beverage control; food-beverage ratio for certain mixed beverage 
licensees.  

HB 219 
Taylor 
Alcoholic beverage control; food-beverage ratio.

SB 373 
Ebbin 
Alcoholic beverage control; food sale requirements.

 
SB 488 
DeSteph 
Pilot project for mixed beverage licensees of the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Board; alternative calculation for the 45 percent food-to-beverage ratio based 
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on price paid by the licensee.

SB 489 
DeSteph 
Alcoholic beverage control; food-beverage ratio. 


